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Newsletter  February  2016 

 
Introducing myself! 
I’m Emma Wright from the Lincolnshire Guild and I’m the new AGWSD 
newsletter editor!  By day I’m a paralegal, by night I’m a fibre fiend! I’ve 
been spinning over 15 years now and have recently started weaving in 
my converted craft room at home in North Lincolnshire.  
The newsletter editor email address has not changed so if your Guild is 
planning events please let me know so I can add them in, also if you 
see fibre related events and exhibitions please email me so we can 
share them with everyone else!  
 

Association News 
 
Reminder about the 2016 AGM and Conference: 
 
The next Annual General Meeting of the Association will be held on Saturday 11th June 2016 at 
Bishop Grosseteste University, Lincoln. The deadline for receipt of nominations and propositions for 
the 2016 AGM by the GPC Secretary is 19th March. All secretaries received appropriate forms with 
the notice of the AGM in December. If the papers have been mislaid, they can be found on the Web 
Information Point (WIP), section 23. 
The AGM occurs during the Association Conference, which runs from Friday 10th June to Sunday 
12th June. Guild secretaries have received details of this - and they can also be found on the WIP in 
section 12d and on the Association website. The deadline for receipt of applications is 28th March. 
 
Since the information sheet was issued these items might be of interest to those members who are 
be thinking of using their visit to Lincoln to see something else other than the Conference. 
 
1.  Jennie Parry will be at NCCD Sleaford on Sat 11 June demonstrating with her takadai 
(NCCD was formerly known as The Hub) Jennie will be in The Roof Gallery from 10-4. (See 
NCCD ‘What's On’ publicity.) 
 
2.   The poppy sculpture commemorating WW1, 'Wave' which is touring the country - will be at 
Lincoln Castle during the Conference. The actual dates are 28th May – 4th September. 
 

*** There was a MISPRINT in the date for submission for applications to the conference - it 
should read end of MARCH, not February *** 

 

Exhibitions 
 
British Wool Fashion Show 
At The Royal Three Counties Show 2016 
Griffiths’ Mill and the Rare Breeds Survival Trust are organising a British Wool Fashion Show which 
will take place at the Royal Three Counties Show 2016. 
This will be a fashion show with a difference as not only will the models be on the catwalk but also 
sheep of the breeds from which the garments are manufactured. 
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Knitters, crocheters, felters and tailors are all invited to submit entries for this event. The rules are 
that all wool used must be British grown and British processed. 
It is not restricted to Rare and Minority Breeds. 

In the first instance please e-mail expressions of interest to david@griffithsfarming.com 
This should include your name, e-mail address, telephone number and a description of the item(s) 
that you intend to submit. 
In addition to clothing we are looking for accessories, throws, cushions, rugs, toys, ornaments etc. 
for a static display. 
Final submissions should include whichever of the following are applicable: 

(1) Photograph(s) of manufactured item(s); 
(2) Sheep Breed(s) used/ natural or dyed; 
(3) Sheep Breeder(s) name and location; 
(4) Spinners name and location; 
(5) Weavers name and location; 
(6) Knitter, crocheter, felter or tailors name and location; 
(7) Designers name and location; 
(8) Your name, e-mail address and telephone number. 

 
The closing date for expressions of interest is 28th February 2016 
 
STANDARD INCOMPARABLE 
a collection and dispersal of weavings made to the same parameters: 
undyed yarn from regional plant and/or animal fiber, 
in two shades, materials, or weights (ply), 
in seven stripes the width of the weaver's hand 
 
Dear Friends, 
I write to you regarding an ambitious modest endeavour by artist Helen Mirra.  The project is 
attempting to reach weavers all around the world to invite them to make two very simple pieces, 
with a double aim: to allow an exchange of these weavings between weavers in distant places, and, 
to assemble a collection for exhibition and publication.  
While the weavings are due to be sent in by the end of February, Helen Mirra is asking for people to 
notify her of their interest in participating as soon as possible. 
The call for the project can be found at http://hmirra.net/si in an array of languages, from Arabic 
to Thai to Wolof, thanks to the generous help of many volunteer translators. I'm very much hoping 
to reach, via branching branches of friends and colleagues, to folks outside of the U.S. and Western 
Europe. 
 
Pieranna Cavalchini 
Tom and Lisa Blumenthal Curator of Contemporary Art 
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, Boston 

 
 
Armley Mills: A Colourful Past 
11th December 2015 - 13th March 2016 
Exhibition at Leeds Industrial Museum 
An exhibition exploring the history of natural dyeing at Armley Mills alongside the  
recreation of 200 year old dye recipes belonging to the Gott family. 
Curated by the Heritage Dyers Group. 
Leeds Industrial Museum at Armley Mills, Canal Road, Armley, Leeds, LS12 2QF 
For opening times, access information and admission charges: 
www.leeds.gov.uk/armleymills  or  0113 378 3173 
 
 

mailto:david@griffithsfarming.com
http://hmirra.net/si
http://hmirra.net/si
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Macclesfield Museums 
Here at the Macclesfield Museums we pride ourselves on organising a variety of events and 
exhibitions across the year; coming up in 2016 we have not one but two fabulous costume events 
from History Wardrobe. 
We have a very special offer for groups with tickets for just £8 per person (usually £10) when you 
book for 10 or more people 
 

 

History Wardrobe presents 'Story Of A White Wedding' 
Saturday 11th June 2016. 1.30pm.  
  
Costume historian's Lucy Adlington and Meredith Towne join us at The Old Sunday School for the 
'Story of a White Wedding' costume event. Bringing family history photographs to life, this charming 
presentation celebrates the traditional white wedding in all its silk and satin glory. Indulge your 
senses in the gorgeous array of original gowns from every decade of the 20th Century, each with a 
tale to tell. 

For more information on tickets call (01625) 613210 or drop in to The Old Sunday School.  

 

DUOLOGUE 
Woven dialogues between two textile artists 
Beryl Hammill and Shirley Ross 
12 December 2015 – 10 April 2016 
Bradford Industrial Museum, Moorside Mills, Moorside Road,  
Eccleshill, Bradford, BD2 3HP 
 
Beryl and Shirley have known each other for many years and collaborated on several projects. 
They are founder members of the British Tapestry Group, an organisation that promotes woven 
tapestry. They have exhibited widely in the UK and overseas and taught in several local colleges. 
Shirley is the founder of ‘Art for Life’, a charity to raise money for Cancer Research UK. 
Their work is very different in design, technique and execution but shares an interest in the same 
source material. From conversations held over many years they realised that much of the 
differences found in their finished work are due to their original training and education. 
 
Beryl studied fine art and woven tapestry at Leeds College of Art; Shirley was trained at the 
Royal College of Art in the technical and methodical skills needed to produce functional woven 
cloth. 
Beryl uses a very simple 2 shaft vertical tapestry loom and a weft-faced tapestry technique - a 
way of weaving that has been used for centuries and in many different cultures.  
Each tapestry will begin with several preparatory studies, usually drawings or watercolours, but 
much of her decision making is intuitive and made while the weaving is in progress. 
Shirley’s work reflects the more technical, methodical and linear approach used in designing and 
producing woven cloth. She uses a traditional horizontal multiple shaft loom but mixes 
techniques associated with cloth weaving and tapestry weaving. Her preparatory studies and 
photographs are translated into very carefully worked out drawings scaled up to the size of the 
planned weaving. 
 
This exhibition has been planned to reflect these differences and similarities and to help viewers 
appreciate the many ways of producing a woven tapestry. We hope it reflects the dialogues they 
continue to have about their work and the wonderful art of tapestry weaving. 
 
Dewsbury textile artist Shirley Ross, who is president of LFA, description of how she came to 
develop the work offers an insight into the creative process. 
She said: “I was sitting at home thinking about the next piece of work and staring at the set of our 
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couch, upholstered in a dark grey, suede-like fabric, where the pile had been disturbed by the 
previous sitter. 
“There was an image left behind, a landscape. In the landscape there were familiar shapes. 
“The more I looked the more shapes I saw and that was the start of it. Sketches were made, 
developed, redrawn, scaled into a working drawing and there it was. 
“All I needed to do was make it exist as a woven tapestry, which took roughly the next eight or 
nine months.” 
 
Photo opportunities:  
Look out for Shirley Ross in our gallery on the below dates – see her at work on her loom! 
Free, all welcome. 
Wednesday 30 March 2016, 11am – 3pm 
Responses to Art: Tapestry Workshop 
Thursday 7 April 2016 
10.30am – 2pm 
 
Textile artists Beryl Hamill and Shirley Ross use woven tapestry in combination with mixed media 
to create stunning natural landscape pieces with a painterly effect. Shirley will introduce the show 
and explain the thinking behind the title “Duologue”. The exhibition includes mounted preparation 
work which will enable Shirley to explain more fully how an idea develops and becomes a 
tangible thing. After a short demonstration of how and where to start, participants will use 
weaving cards and looms to try out some of their own ideas. Materials provided but please bring 
a large darning needle with a big eye. 
 
Historical objects from the social history collections of Bradford Museums and Galleries will be 
on show alongside the artwork.  From Jacquard card patterns to card cutters to looms – if you 
love tapestry, weaving or textiles – you need to visit this exhibition, and what better than in a real 
textile mill. 
Book by phone: 01274 435900 Cost : £10 
For other events relating to the exhibition please view www.bradfordmuseums.org  
For further information and images, please contact Sonja Kielty, Curator (Exhibitions), tel: 01274 
436027 or sonja.kielty@bradford.gov.uk or Neil Hinchliffe, Museums Manager, tel: 01274 435900 
or neil.hinchliffe@bradford.gov.uk   
 
Textile art exhibition which includes Tapestry Weaver and Dco Dyer Debbie Pawle and Eco 
Dyer & Embroiderer Liz Hewitt 

   
Title : Shoreline 

    Friday 15th July to Thursday 28th July 2016 
Opening times: 10am - 4.30pm 

    Venue: The Old Town Quarry, South Road, Weston super Mare BS23  2LU 
    Free admission 
    Contact No. 0117 9858439 
  

Walks along beaches collecting shells, driftwood, rusty bits and other treasures have been taken 
as inspiration for this  exhibition by embroiderer Liz Hewitt and Experimental weaver Deborah 
Pawle  with guest artists - Dominic Hewitt of Needlevision photography and ceramist,  Elizabeth 
Matthews. 
The exhibition will illustrate the memories of marks made by the ebb and flow of the tide against 
the shoreline and the results of our beach-combing, impressions of the coastal landscape and 
tales of times gone by. 
Each piece will reflect the tranquility felt, as you walk mindfully along a beach, listening to the 
rhythm of the tide, observing the beauty of the shoreline, calming your mind. 

 

http://www.bradfordmuseums.org/
mailto:sonja.kielty@bradford.gov.uk
mailto:neil.hinchliffe@bradford.gov.uk
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The Costume and Textile Association for Norfolk Museums is organizing a major textile 
exhibition, "Norwich Shawls: Past Glories, Present Inspiration", at The Hostry, Norwich Cathedral 
in October 2016. 
 
The exhibition will focus on our rich local textile heritage, with a display of rarely-seen Norwich 
Shawls from private collections and also contemporary textile art created in response to the title 
theme. 
It will take place from October 1st to October 15th 2016 and will conclude with the Pamela 
Clabburn Memorial Lecture on Norwich Shawls, given by Jenny Lister of the Victoria and Albert 
Museum. 
 
The Costume and Textile Study Centre at Shirehall, Norwich, will welcome enquiries from 
entrants wishing to carry out research on Norwich Shawls in the Museum Service collections. 
 
Entries are invited in three categories: wall-hung pieces,three-dimensional items, and garments 
and accessories. Exhibits may be offered for sale. 
 
Full details may be found on the Costume and Textile Association website 
(www.ctacostume.org.uk), or as a paper copy from me (telephone 01603 452236). 
 
Jenny Daniels 

 

Links to other groups newsletters 
 
RE access: Some of you have contacted me saying you cannot access the links. Although set up as 
hyperlinks, it is possible, depending on the security on your own PC, that they may not work. If you 
copy the address in the bracket and paste it into your internet browser you should be able to access 
these newsletters. On my PC I have to press control key and click the mouse to find them. I hope 
this helps. 
 
Voluntary Arts: 
02/02/2016 
http://us2.campaign-
archive2.com/?u=de9d9ee5724c687d10140b436&id=744a6e9778&e=4ff6748986  
15/02/16  
(http://us2.campaign-
archive2.com/?u=de9d9ee5724c687d10140b436&id=eb3f0016ca&e=4ff6748986) 
 
Website/blogs 
tapestrysandstudio.weebly.com 
www.celticstitch.co.uk 
www.needlevision.co.uk 
 

ASSOCIATION OF GUILDS OF WEAVERS SPINNERS AND DYERS  

Website:   http://www.wsd.org.uk 
Find us on Facebook  https://www.facebook.com 

 

For Guild upcoming events, speakers or guild workshops, please email the information to me at: 

info@wsd.org.uk.   Please note the subject box “guild newsletter”  

http://us2.campaign-archive2.com/?u=de9d9ee5724c687d10140b436&id=744a6e9778&e=4ff6748986
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http://us2.campaign-archive2.com/?u=de9d9ee5724c687d10140b436&id=eb3f0016ca&e=4ff6748986
http://tapestrysandstudio.weebly.com/
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http://www.needlevision.co.uk/
http://www.wsd.org.uk/
http://www.wsd.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Association-of-Guilds-of-Weavers-Spinners-Dyers/150556108426791?sk=wall
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