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Notes from the Chair… 

A busy summer for the Guild, with all the shows we have 
attended, and blessed with pretty good weather. Thank you to all 
the members who demonstrated our crafts and talked to visitors. 

Our next hurdle is the AGM; at this meeting, we will NOT have 
the Rendall Trophy competition, as we will instead have a small 
celebration for the 70th  anniversary of the Dorset Guild. We will 
also be voting for  new Chairman and Committee members. The 
AGM will be at 11.30am. Nomination papers will be with this 
Newsletter, so please do nominate someone. If you are not sure 
what is involved, please do ask any current Committee member. 

We have two competitions at this September meeting: the 
Fortescue competition for a 1oz/25g skein of hand spun yarn. It 
does not have to come with a made-up sample of its intended use. 
Also the Brenda Deakin Memorial Trophy, for an item made from 
handspun yarn. We have had some excellent entries and winners in 
the competitions this year; well done! 

This is our last newsletter of 2017, so over now to a new Year, 
and a new Chairman. I will no longer be acting Chairman, though 
still on the Committee - sorry! 

Jocelyn Banks 

The Great Dorset Steam Fair 

This is a five day extravaganza devoted to all things associated 
with steam and bygone days.  Although, you might have been 
forgiven for wondering about spandex boxer shorts and Haribo 



fudge in the craft tent!  In the programme the tent was 
described as the Rural Craft and Shopping Marquee and the 
footfall was staggering on each day. 

Elaine and Terry Avery and I set up our stall on the Wednesday, 
before the fair began.  We very quickly realised we didn’t have 
enough space, but the craft tent organiser was really helpful 
and gave us extra demonstrating space.  Parking was really 
convenient, as it was just behind the craft tent, so we could 
easily carry our wheels and looms to our stall. 

We had three tables, consisting of a sales table, exhibition table 
and ‘Have a Go’ table.  Here I 
must extend my gratitude to 
Mildred Cox and her daughters 
Jane and Liz, who worked so 
tirelessly on our behalf.  They 
set up the Dorothy table loom 
and Inkle Loom and provided 
several Kumihimo disks and 
examples of braid.  As if this 
was not enough, they very 
kindly put together Kumihimo 

packs for us to sell at £1 each and asked us to give this money 
to the guild.  Without this generosity, we would not have had 
such a successful table.  Martin Foot encouraged adults and 
children to weave on the table loom, after showing them how it 
worked. We wove a very long piece of fabric. 
 
There were a variety of skills being 
demonstrated, which were very 
popular with all the visitors and they 
were really pleased to see a 
traditional craft in the craft tent.  
Elaine Avery and Karen Foot 



demonstrated spinning, Terry 
Avery showed how to use the 
Inkle Loom, Carol Lewis 
explained the peg loom and 
Martin Foot was carding and 
explaining the process of 
spinning.  Our two most popular 
demonstrations were Jill 
Noades with her Triloom, 
supported by John Noades, and 
Helen Gorman and Astri Eski-
Broome who showed the whole 
process from Big Bale fleece to 
felted slippers. 

We were inundated with people interested in what we were 
doing and Jill and myself managed to show members from 
other guilds new ideas, while Elaine Avery gave a spinning 
lesson over two days.  We had members from Ireland, Kent, 
Hampshire and Somerset, who hadn’t seen a Triloom and were 
fascinated by our blends for spinning. 

Our sales table was very popular and we made several sales of 
hats, skeins, batts, shawls and Kumihimo kits.  There were also 
a lot of spinners and weavers who were very interested in the 
Dorset Guild and we gave out a lot of Open Day flyers. 

It was extremely hot in the tent in the afternoon and we were all 
jealous of Carol’s dog Maisie and her cool jacket.  We aimed to 
give each other regular breaks, so that we could see some of 
the show and get something to eat and drink.  We could have 
done with a few more members to join us, so if you want to 
demonstrate next year, please let Elaine or myself know. 

Karen Foot 



What a fabulous talk by Teresinha Roberts on 29th July. I certainly learnt 
a lot that day.
The difference between micron count of fibres. Must Ox has 12 – 14 
where Cashmere has about 19.
Which fibre is fine, so light and warm or course so hard wearing. How 
to blend the two to get warm and hard wearing. Did you know by using 
more ply’s it makes the wool thread rounder so harder wearing.
Who knew that the sheep was closer related to the giraffe than to an 
alpaca?
Camel is a warm fibre but blended with wool and silk would give you 
warmth, elasticity and strength. We also learnt about Angora, Possum, 
Milk protein, Mohair, Goat and Yak.
We learnt it takes 41 hrs for food to pass through a sheep and a massive 
63 hrs to pass through an alpaca, so make sure they don’t eat anything 
you want back in a hurry.
So apart from learning about what fibres dye well, the best crimp, what 
has elasticity, texture, shape, microns and wear, I know that a sheep 
holds its tail down and a goat holds it up!!
It may only have been a talk for a couple of hours but its given me, as a 
new spinner a great deal of inspiration. Thank You.

Mechelle 

The Story of Harris Tweed 

This summer David and I went to the Outer Hebridean islands of 
Harris and Lewis.  I was really looking forward to learning about 
the Harris Tweed industry and I was not disappointed.  The yarn is 
woven on both Harris and Lewis but is named Harris Tweed as that 
was where the majority of the weavers lived in the 19th century.  In 
these early years the Outer Hebrides retained its traditional croft-
based processes of using natural plant dyes, spinning yarn, and 
weaving by hand. 



 
In 1909 with a threat from imported mass-
produced cloth, the Harris Tweed Association 
was established and every piece of genuine 
Harris Tweed carried the trademark of a 
combination of an Orb and Maltese Cross with 
the words ‘Harris Tweed’ underneath. 

In the 1930s to keep up with demand the use of 
mill spun yarn was allowed and production increased significantly.  
Since then there have been other investments to sustain and expand 
the industry with the training of new weavers, the introduction of 
double width looms and the production of lighter and softer quality 
tweed.  In 1993, the Harris Tweed Authority took over the 
guardianship of the Orb trademark and an Act of Parliament was 
passed to define and preserve the name Harris Tweed, its 
uniqueness and origins. 

 

One of the most famous crofting weavers 
was Marion Campbell (1909 – 1996), 
who started weaving at the age of 14 
and by the time she was 21 had won the 
Harr is Tweed Associat ion design 
competition beating older and more 
experienced weavers.  Marion was born 
on Harris and spent her whole life living 
in the village of Plockropool.  She went 
to the school in the neighbouring village 
of Drinishader and the school is now a 
Museum of Harris Tweed in Marion’s 
memory. 

Handwoven by the Islanders at their homes in the Outer 
Hebrides, finished in the Outer Hebrides and made from pure 
virgin wool dyed and spun in the Outer Hebrides

Marion Campbell at her wooden loom



Marion was an expert in each stage of the process, from dyeing the 
wool, carding and spinning, designing her own patterns, warping 
and dressing the loom and finally weaving.  Once the weaving was 
completed the tweed felt tough and hard and needed to be 
softened; this process was called ‘waulking’, where the cloth was 
‘massaged’ thus shrinking, softening and matting the textile, ready 
for use.  It was a social event where women in the community 
assisted each other.   Finally the tweed would be washed and hung 
out to dry. 

Now just the weaving is completed in the homes; the dyeing, 
spinning and warping takes place in the mills and the roll of warped 
yarn is delivered to the weaver.  The weaver then has to dress the 
loom, wind the weft onto the shuttles and weave the tweed.  The 
roll of woven tweed, approximately 75 yards, is then returned to 
the mill and the remaining processes are completed there. 

 
We saw weaving 
demonstrations 
i n t h e B l a c k 
House Vil lage 
Museum in Lewis 
and the weaver 
w a s a c t u a l l y 
w e a v i n g t h e 
tweed for a local 
m i l l .  B l a c k 
H o u s e s w e r e 
traditional 19th 
century crofters’ 

c o t t a g e s a n d 
consisted of at most 

three rooms, one for the family, one for the loom and a third for the 
animals.  

My matching bag, scarf and gloves



I could not come away from the islands without purchasing not just 
one but three Harris Tweed souvenirs!  These were matching bag, 
scarf and gloves.  This has inspired me and I am planning my next 
project which will be to design a pattern suitable for a bag and 
scarf – not a Harris Tweed pattern though, I’ll leave that to the 
experts. 

Margaret Eaglestone 

Summer School 2017 - Sparsholt College, 
Winchester 
I was on such a high on my return from Summer School 2017 that I had to wait a 
few days before putting pen to paper or you would have thought that I was wildly 
exaggerating.  Imagine a whole week of no cooking, no cleaning, no chores of any 
kind;  a whole week spent experimenting in your favourite craft, or even learning a 
new one;  a whole week chatting to like minded people and making new friends.  
That’s what you get at Summer School! 

Our arrival was smoothly handled by a team of volunteers who handed us the key to 
our bedroom and a lovely mug inscribed with the week’s motto “Simply Special”.  
We were then able to unload our equipment in readiness for the week ahead.  That 
evening, after dinner, we met our fellow students and our teacher to talk a bit about 
ourselves, our level of proficiency and the aim of the course. 

The course I was allocated, out of a choice of 3, was “Textures in nature: 
experimental 3D felting” which was a safe choice for myself as I am a felter and 
also already knew our teacher, Sarah Waters, quite well.  Most of the other students 
had only a basic experience of wet felting, while another had been felting for 20 
years but was looking to spark her motivation anew.  We were quite a mixed abilities 
group but I know we all acquired a great deal of knowledge during the week 
whatever our entry level.  Sarah gave us a folder outlining the course she had 
devised but allowed us enough leeway to develop at our own pace.  She also gave us 
the option to work without supervision outside the timetable hours and after the first 
day our workshop door was unlocked from 8am until late in the evening.  Yes, we 
were an enthusiastic bunch! 

However it was not all about work.  There were optional guided tours to Whitchurch 
Silk Mill and nearby Bombay Sapphire gin distillery (how did they know it’s my 
favourite tipple?).  There was entertainment in the evenings with guest speakers, a 



silent auction, a fashion show, a trade fair (including lots of rare breed fleeces for 
sale) and finally the Gala Dinner.  At this point it is worth mentioning that every day 
Janet Crowther, the convener, visited each workshop to remind us of what was 
happening, where and at what time and she really worked very hard to make sure 
that all the issues which inevitably arise were dealt with promptly.  Friday was an 
emotional day for our group when all 10 of us went together to the exhibition room 
with a very nervous Dotty to check the results of her Certificate of Achievement in 
spinning.  Of course she passed, her work was beautifully executed and presented, 
and we went back to our room for an evening of celebration with wine, nibbles and 
cake!  We did have a lot of fun! 

Unfortunately there is no Summer School next year but I am keeping in touch with 
my new friends and we have plans to meet up with our teacher for a couple of days 
of felting and fun.  Ineke came with her husband from The Netherlands, this was in 
fact her 5th summer school, and they then went on to Devon for a week’s holiday 
which is something to bear in mind for Summer School 2019, in Leeds.  What an 
opportunity!  A choice of weaving, spinning, dyeing, felting, paper making, basketry 
and more for a whole week, followed by a holiday in the beautiful Yorkshire Dales?  
Count me in! 

Viviane Bernhard 

Quite a few of our Guild members visited the Association’s Trade 
Fair and Open Day at Sparsholt College this summer. Two of our 
members attended the Summer School; there’s a write-up 
elsewhere in the Newsletter. As well as temptations at the Trade 
Stands, we were able to visit all the different workshops nearby. 
It was a really wonderful chance to see the work of the students, 
and for me to regret not having applied for a place on some of the 
courses. Some beautiful fine weaving; some even quite 
experimental - spinning a cacophony of colour in different ways, 
often handling unusual fibres, and dyeing and/or printing fabric in 
a vibrant way; Caroline Bell, our speaker in March, was one of the 
tutors. 

Summer School courses may seem expensive, but learning, 
enjoying and meeting like-minded students makes it worth every 
penny! We were also able to see the results of the Certificate of 



Achievement. Congratulations go to Pene and Jean, whose work, 
along with Helen Price’s, we hope to have on show this month. 
Some exciting and challenging ideas… 

Jocelyn Banks 

Details of the Tapestry Group that meets in Bournemouth/Poole: 
at the moment we are a rather select group of four who meet in 
each others homes about every six weeks, from 2 to 4.30 on a 
weekday afternoon.  In as much as we have a leader, it is 
Karen Erlebach who is best contacted on 
karen.textiles@karenerlebach.co.uk   

Gil Huntley 

The Dorset County Show 

I turned up to the showground on Friday to help Angie Corbett, 
Pene Blogg, Elaine Avery, Ros and Val to set up our marquee 
next to the sheep.  We were in an ideal spot for everyone to see 
the process of shearing the sheep to spinning, weaving and 
dyeing it to turn into items. 
 

Pene set up an exhibition of how 
we prepare the fleece, showing 
skirting, washing and carding.  
Angie Corbett and Martin Foot 
helped lots of children to make 
braids while Terry Avery 
demonstrated his Inkle Loom and 
Carol and Sue explained their Peg 
Looms.  Elaine Avery, Ros, Karen 

and Val all demonstrated spinning. 
 

mailto:karen.textiles@karenerlebach.co.uk


I could only 
attend the 
show on the 
Saturday and 
the weather 
was glorious.  
We were all 
able to sit 
outside and 
spin, which 
was very 
pleasant, and 
this helped 
attract the 
public into our marquee.  We were also in an ideal position to 
watch the judging of the sheep and all agreed that the Valois 
black face sheep from Switzerland were very pretty, although 
Ros and I thought the Hebridean and Portland sheep were just 
as cute. 

Again, sales were brisk and we gave out lots of leaflets about 
our open day.  Like the steam fair, we had lots of enquiries 
about the Guild and questions about spinning and weaving. 

This is a lovely show to demonstrate at and there were enough 
of us to have plenty of breaks and wander around.  There is a 
lot to see and we all came back with places to visit.   

Karen Foot 
Upcoming events: 
Saturday 25th November: 

11:30 AGM, followed by ‘Bring and Share’ Lunch and a 
Dorset-themed entertainment.  
We will not be holding the usual competition for the Rendall Trophy 
this year. 



Dorset Guild of Weavers, Spinners & Dyers - Nomination Form 2017


I wish to nominate ______________________   (name of nominee)

	 for the post of (please tick)


	 

I agree with this nomination_______________________________ (signature of 
nominee)


Proposed by:

Signature___________________________Seconded by ___________________________

	 	 	 	           

✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽ ✽
	 	 


	 Dorset Guild of Weavers, Spinners & Dyers 
Nomination Form 2017


I wish to nominate ______________________   (name of nominee)

	 for the post of (please tick)


	 

I agree with this nomination_______________________________   (signature of 
nominee)


Proposed by:

Signature___________________________Seconded by ___________________________

Chair ☐

Treasurer ☐

Secretary ☐

Membership Secretary ☐

Committee member ☐

Chair ☐

Treasurer ☐

Secretary ☐

Membership Secretary ☐

Committee member ☐


