
 

  

S 

October 2018  N
ew

sl
et

te
r



Notes from the Chair… 
Wow, what a summer - weather-wise at least! Who can forget the hot 
sunny weather at our first-ever Fleece Fair in June? A host of fleeces, 
some well-presented, to tempt us. I had to keep moving the tables 
into the shade of the trees when demonstrating sorting a fleece; just 
as well it was fine!


I was tempted, and am now in possession of a North Ronaldsay 
fleece. Though the breed comes from North Ronaldsay and live on 
the beaches of the island - yes, seaweed really is part of their diet - 
our fleeces were “imported” and come from close to Salisbury 
Cathedral. They are occasionally fed on Dorset seaweed as a treat. 
Having pulled out the long guard hairs from the fleece (not like kemp) 
I gently rinsed it in handfuls, leaving some grease in the fleece. 
Probably as fine as most Shetland, it’s a pleasure to spin and the 
remaining hairs don’t seem to detract from the softness, resulting in 
lovely pale grey shades. Now I just need to find someone to knit it up 
for me when I’ve finished spinning; at least they are small fleeces!


The July meeting was in two parts; in the morning David Herring fine-
tuned (his description) many of the Ashford and other wheels and 
carried out minor repairs on some. The afternoon was filled with 
demonstrations on the rigid heddle looms. What a variety of results 
one can achieve weaving on such simple looms; texture, colour, and 
pattern included. David & Steve kept adding samples to the ever-
growing pile,  and closely-watched demonstrations and questions 
afterwards from so many members have temped us to buy a few 
small portable looms for the use of members. We are planning to 
have a workshop on using these looms.


The November meeting is when we have our AGM. As always, we 
will be needing new Committee members, and also a new Treasurer 
and a Chairman. So please think and nominate someone; if you 
might consider standing yourself, do ask current members what is 
entailed. It’s also when we have our shared lunch and this year we 
will also be having the Rendle Trophy, the subject of which is 
“Something To Wear.” So please come and strut your stuff, from 



shoelaces to ear-rings, from bed-socks to beanies, so long as it has 
been made using any or all of our core skills. You can always ask 
someone else to model it for you! It’s a fun competition and 
members can vote for their favourite. Last year was our 70th 
anniversary so we had an entertainment instead, and the year before, 
alas, we had no entries - oh dear! Let’s put that right this time.


We always like to have comments and suggestions from members, 
whether it’s something we can, should or shouldn’t be doing, and 
also suggestions for subjects and/or speakers you would like to hear. 
The suggestion box will be on the entrance table - please do use it!


Jocelyn Banks 

Twice as much Newsletter as usual this time, including 
your AGM nomination papers. Fantastic - please keep 

the articles & photos coming! 

Angie Corbet, editor - thecorbets@talktalk.net 

Chickerell Steam Fair, 30th June – 1st July 

On a sizzling day in June, Ros Bates, Terry and Elaine Avery and I put up 
the guild marquee.  Once up, we had some very welcome shade.  We could 
then put up our display in a leisurely and relaxed way, buoyed up by cups of 
tea from Elaine and Terry. 

This was the first time we had been 
asked to demonstrate at this show.  It is 
a small steam fair over two fields.  
Steam engines, motorbikes and cars 
were in one field with a display arena 
and we were in the second field with 
country crafts, awning displays and the 
food hall.  We also had a very good 
view of the axe men, wild west re-
enactment and birds of prey in the 
small arena. 



The show was over two days and we had a very steady stream of interested 
members of the public.  Martin Foot and Terry demonstrated their inkle 
looms, Elaine, Rachel and myself demonstrated spinning and Ros and Sue 
Fridd demonstrated their peg looms.  Rachel also brought along her 
supported spindle, which caused a lot of interest amongst us guild members.  
Thanks to the work I have done on the foundation spinning certificate, I was 
able to impress a lot of steam enthusiasts about the workings of the spinning 
wheel. 

It was a fun show with lots to see and Martin can highly recommend the 
bread from the food hall.  We all 
produced a lot, be it spun yarn, a 
rug, or braid.   It was a very hot 
weekend and we had just enough 
demonstrators to make sure we 
all had sufficient breaks.  
However, if you would like to be 
part of our friendly group of 
demonstrators, please contact 
either Elaine Avery or myself, as 
we can never have enough 
demonstrators. 

Karen Foot 
 

Gil Huntley’s winning entry to 
July’s Tapestry competition:


'My circular tapestry weave is an 
abstract countryside scene. Many 
have admired the hole for the sky!. It 
was completed with Wefan Tapestry 
Weavers'


Photo - Isabel Molland 



Bridport Folk Festival 27th - 29th July 2018 

The organisation of this festival caused a lot of stress for us, as only one 
person seemed to know that we had been invited and there was a lot of 
confusion about our pitch.  If you remember the weekend, the weather broke 
and it was not a good weekend to be in a tent.  The back of our tent came 
away in the night and I ended up ‘sleeping’ in the car.  However, as Martin 
Foot said, to put a positive spin on the festival, we did have a lot of interest 
in our crafts. 

Like all weekends in Britain after a storm, the weather dawned very bright 
and sunny on Saturday morning and, after bacon butties, we set up the 
displays in the gazebo.  We were perfectly placed between two stages 
outside the council offices in Bridport.  I must say, the music was excellent 
and we were close to food, drink and the bar.  It was a very warm and sunny 
day and the ideal spot for picnic blankets.  As a result, we had a lot of people 
on the green, who were delighted to see us. 

Martin Foot and Terry Avery demonstrated inkle loom weaving and Elaine 
Avery and myself demonstrated spinning.  We had a lot of people asking 

about the table loom, kumihimo kits and 
our open day in September.  We were 
asked by this group of Morris dancers if we 
could make their bands for them.  We 
referred them to their local guild in Sussex, 
as they wanted about 100! 

It would have been nice to have 
demonstrated on the Sunday as well, but 
we saw the weather forecast and when the 
organisers started telling us we might be 

inside somewhere, we decided to pack up and go home.  Just as well, as it 
started throwing it down with rain on the Saturday evening.  I didn’t even 
have to take down our tent, as it fell down and looked very bedraggled on 
the ground. 

This is the first time we have been asked to demonstrate at the folk festival 
and we would certainly go back again. 

Karen Foot 



UPCOMING EVENTS:- 

Sat 24th November: 12:30 Shared Buffet Lunch 
13:30 AGM followed by Competition: Rendle Trophy A garment 
using our crafts, modelled by the maker or someone of their choice. 
Sat 26th January 2019: 10:30 - 3pm Skills Day - come along 
and try your hand at something different or something new! If you have 
a Guild-related skill you’d like to share, please contact a Committee 
member; it’s a great help to know who is demonstrating what! 

My Geansaí Árann 

Last year it was the Outer Hebrides and Harris 
Tweed; this year it was the Aran Islands and a 
Geansaí Árann.  This is the name given to a 
traditional Aran sweater. 

David and I spent a wonderful holiday in 
Southern Ireland with exceptionally warm 
weather, something the Irish were finding very 
difficult to cope with, being so different from 
their normal wet, cold and windy summer 
weather.  We were told that the country had 
not had such continuously fine weather for 
seventy years!  In fact the last time we visited 
that part of the country in 1971, it was fine for 
only two days during our three week stay! 

Off the west coast of Ireland there 
are three small islands, the Aran 
Islands, and whilst staying in Doolin 
at the mouth of Galway Bay we took 
a boat across to the smallest and 
often thought of as the most 
stunning of these islands, Inisheer, 



or Inis Oírr.  The population is about 300.  The terrain of the island is 
composed of limestone pavements with crisscrossing cracks known 
as ‘grikes’, leaving isolated rocks called ‘clints’; it is an extension of 
the Burren on the main land. 

We walked around the island 
and sought out the Craft Shop 
where there was an extensive 
selection of Aran knitwear – all 
hand knitted by women who 
lived on the islands.  I chose an 
attractive pale blue sweater 
which was designed by the wife 
of the gentleman serving in the 
shop, although he could not 
guarantee that his wife had also 
knitted it.   I had seen a lot of 
Aran sweaters in the shops in Doolin but they were all factory made 
and I did want to buy a hand-knitted one so I was pleased that I 
waited until we reached Inisheer.   

The traditional Aran sweater usually is off-white in colour, with cable 
patterns on the body and sleeves.  Originally the sweaters were 
knitted using unwashed wool that retained its natural oils.  As 
spinners will know, the garments were then water-resistant and meant 
they remained wearable even when wet, so the ideal garment for 
fishermen.  If a fisherman died at sea and his body was unidentifiable, 
his family could recognise him by his sweater!  Today the wool is 
usually washed and dyed before being knitted.  

Each stitch has its own meaning which is often related to life on the 
Aran Islands. 

• The cable stitch, which is the most common type of stitch seen 
on Aran sweaters, is said to represent a fisherman’s ropes. 

• The diamond stitch supposedly symbolises the small fields on 
the islands.  These fields were worked intensively by local 
farmers, and this stitch may be said to represent hopes of 
good luck, success and wealth in farming on the Aran Islands.   



• The moss stitch represents the carrageen moss that lines the 
stone walls of the island fields.  Often used as a filler for the 
diamond stitch. 

• The zig zag stitch, sometimes known as Marriage Lines, can 
be used to represent the typical highs and lows of married life.  
They may also be used to represent the twisting cliff paths that 
are on the islands. 

• The honeycomb stitch, signifying the bee, is often used to 
represent both hard work and its rewards.  

• The trellis stitch represents the stone walls.  The stitch is 
useful for adding dimension, and might be used as a symbol 
of protection.  

• The tree of life stitch represents the stages of life and of the 
importance of family.  It is also known as the Trinity stitch. 

• The blackberry stitch represents the blackberry bushes around 
the islands and is a reminder of natural riches. 

• The basket stitch represents the angular squares of a 
fisherman’s basket and the hope of full baskets of fish to 
come. 

My sweater has cable, trellis, diamond and basket stitches.  Being a 
chilly mortal I am really looking forward to wearing it in the winter! 

Margaret Eaglestone 

Nothe Fort Victorian Family Fun Day 18th – 19th August 

I don’t know if you have been to Nothe Fort in 
Weymouth?  It is a small fort on several levels 
and very interesting.  We set up on the Friday 
and the first problem was how to anchor the 
guild gazebo, as we couldn’t peg it into solid 
concrete!  Terry Avery came up with the 
solution and filled bags with gravel he found to 
one side. 

Terry, Martin Foot, Sue Fridd and myself all 
dressed up in Victorian costume and began to 



demonstrate.  Sue, Elaine and 
myself were spinning, Martin and 
Terry had their inkle looms, Ros 
had her peg loom and Viviane had 
several drop spindles.  We were 
very busy demonstrating, inviting 
people to have a go and giving 
advice where possible.  Most of 
the people were visitors from 
across the country, so we were 
giving advice about other guilds. 

Then, the ragged Victorians appeared.  These are professional extras 
who do re-enactments around the country.  They are very good and we 
had a lot of fun.  One had a skein of cotton, which she was suggesting 
was better then our skeins and Martin was propositioned by another 
who, ‘had all her own teeth you know.’  There was a prossession with 
Queen Victoria and even an assassination attempt!  Together with 
cannons being fired and musical shows, we were 
very well entertained. 

Nothe Fort staff looked after us very well.  
There was a kitchen where we could make drinks 
and we were given parking permits to allow us to 
bring in all our equipment.  This was great fun 
and we have been asked to do this again next 
year.  So, if you fancy joining our friendly team 
of demonstrators, then get in touch with Elaine 
Avery or myself. 

Karen Foot 



SHETLAND WOOL WEEK 2018 
 

I’m just back from Shetland Wool Week based in Lerwick, Shetland. I feel 
excited by all the experiences of this adventure. The journey there is 
interesting in itself, not knowing how the weather, and particularly the 
winds, will be. However, I’m told that the pilots of the small propeller 
planes are well used to all conditions and do not worry about the winds! 

I met so many people from around the world who all share an interest in 
wool whether in the form of knitting, spinning, weaving, felting, dyeing or 
the history of Fair Isle Lace or colourful Fair Isle knitting. There are dozens 
of workshops, tours, exhibitions and talks to choose from during the week 
and it’s difficult to fit in all the activities you’d like to do. I did a Fair Isle 
Yoke Bag workshop with Jeannie Tulloch and her daughter, Janette Budge. 
Jeannie has been knitting with a knitting belt since she was a small child 
and her daughter has followed her mother’s example in her knitting of Fair 
Isle Yokes, and other colour work. Janette encourages school children to 
get involved with these traditional crafts by volunteering with the Shetland 
Peerie Makkers Charity (small knitters). Jeannie brought home -made 
bannocks and rhubarb jam and Shetland hufsie (cake) to the workshop in 
typical Shetland welcoming style. 

If you’d like to see this year’s programme do ask to see mine. 
 
I think most people hired a car to get around the island, though it is 
possible to manage without. I caught buses but was able to get lifts by 



checking notices left on the board in the ‘hub’ 
at the Shetland Museum and Archives, which is 
the base for SWW. 

I really enjoyed the tour of the Textile 
exhibits at the Museum. There are many 
examples of Fair Isle knitting and lace 
knitting, including copies of the Shetland wool 
lace stockings that were worn by Queen 
Victoria. It was this Royal Patronage of Fair 
Isle knitting that began its popularity beyond 
Shetland. 

I took a Fair Isle scarf that had been knitted 
by my mother and I showed it to our guide at 
the Museum who thought that it would have 
been knitted in the 1930’s judging by the 
patterns. My scarf is still looking good after 90 
years! 

I took a trip to Jamieson of Shetland’s Mill and 
saw the process involved in preparing fleece for knitting on a large scale, 
and then their knitting machines which produced wonderful gansies 
(jumpers). 



Another visit was to an Organic Shetland Sheep Farm, and later in the week 
to sheep judging and a sheep auction. The Champion of Champion Ram sold 
for £2000. 

This has been an amazing week! 

Isabel Molland 2.10.2018. 

Some fabulous Shetland items which were brought along to 
our Open Day in September: 

 

Photos - Tim Parker 

Great Dorset Steam Fair 50th Anniversary 23rd – 27th 
August 
Where do you go for your Summer holiday?  Elaine and Terry Avery and 
Martin and Karen Foot spent their holiday at the Great Dorset Steam 
Fair. 

We set up the stall on Wednesday and covered everything over, waiting 
for the big event to start.  Well, we weren’t prepared for the crowds.  
We set out at normal time, 8am, and met the queue beside Tescos in 



Blandford.  It took us an hour and a half to do the twenty minute 
journey.  Elaine quickly sent out messages to all the demonstrators to 
arrive early and after this, we left at 7.30am and didn’t meet a long 
queue again. 

We uncovered the stall every 
morning at 8.30am and were 
inundated with interested people 
from then until after 6pm.  We all 
demonstrated, gave advice, helped 
people to have a go, taught people 
how to weave and spin and gave out 
numerous flyers for our open day.  
An added bonus on the Sunday was 
that we had John Challis opposite us.  

You might remember him as Boycie in Only Fools and Horses.  We 
managed to get a photo of him with our stand and Martin became his 
official photographer for the day! 

We had a few problems to condend with; mainly the dust.  Since we had 
not had any significant rain, the field inside the Rural Craft Tent was 
bone dry and everything was covered in dust.  The rain on Sunday helped 
a lot, because most of the visitors came inside the craft tent and 
dampened down the dust.  I managed to set myself a challenge, when I 
locked my wheel inside Elaine’s car and then had to demonstrate!  
Luckily, Viviane had the Guild’s Lendstrom wheel, which spun like a 
dream.  If you get the chance to borrow it, you should. 

Elaine and I have just spent the return day washing everything for the 
next show. 

We had a fabulous team of demonstrators including, Elaine, Terry, Carol, 
Martin, Karen, Viviane, Isabel, Helen, Mary, Clare, Sue, Pene, Clare, Sybil 
and after one hour’s tuition, my daughter, Amy.  Our crafts included, 



spinning on a wheel, drop spindle 
spinning, peg loom weaving, pin loom 
weaving, loom weaving, inkle loom 
weaving, star weaving and Kumihimo.  
We had children and adults weaving, 
using drop spindles, trying out 
Kumihimo and we turned young 
children into spinning wheels!  We had 
three hooks made up by the on-site 
blacksmith.  The children twisted the 
hook and we had a loop of fleece on the end, which we drafted and let 
the spin into and gave it to the children afterwards as a bracelet.  
Everyone worked tirelessly and the result of all this effort was that 
Dorset Guild of Weavers Spinners and Dyers won the cup for the best 
stand in the Rural Crafts Tent! 

Karen Foot 

Facebook 
 
As an additional means of 
communication, the guild now has a 
facebook page.  This is a closed 
group for members of the guild 
only, so if you would like to join, 
search for Dorset Guild of 
Weavers Spinners and Dyers and ask to join. 

On the page you will find photos from shows, articles of interest and 
discussions.  Please feel free to add your own points or comment on the 
feel of the page, or let us know if there is anything missing.  This page is 
in addition to the Guild’s website and newsletter. 



As an aside, you will get a message from Llewen Dakreb, this is my 
facebook name, as I don’t want my students finding me!  In case you are 
interested it is an anagram of my maiden name. 

Karen Foot 



AGM - Saturday 24th November - nominations please! 


