
Dorset Guild of Weavers Spinners and Dyers AGM 25th Nov 2017 

 

Apologies: Anne Baseden, Pene Blogg, Helen Price, Ros Atkins, Angie Corbet, Jean Thorn, 

Brenda Follett, Viviane Bernhard, Sandra Dickson, Gaye Morton, Sharon Stagg, Catherine Parr, Beryl 

Helmes, Jane Light, Amanda Caulkwell, Jean White, Helen Senior. 

 

Minutes of previous meeting: Acceptance of the minutes of the 2016 AGM was proposed by Sue 

Fridd and seconded by Margaret Powell. 

Matters arising: There were no matters arising from the 2016 minutes. 

 

Reports: 

 Annual report delivered by acting chair Jocelyn Banks – At the 2016 AGM the guild found 

itself in the unprecedented position of having no chairman. It was decided at the January 2017 

committee meeting to appoint Jocelyn as acting chair. We have had a good range of talks during the 

year including some surprising topics such as ‘weaving with lycra’ from Sharon Kearley and ‘breaking 

the rules in weaving’ from Laura Thomas. Unfortunately the spinning wheel surgery with the 

Woodland Turnery had to be cancelled due to sudden illness, but our spinning certificate of 

achievement group were able to step in and give a talk and display of their work. The guild has 

attended several shows over the summer – Thankyou to members for organising and demonstrating. 

This led to 20 new members over the year and was followed up with a busy and well organised open 

day in October. Many jobs in the guild can be carried out by non committee members – please do 

volunteer to help out or make suggestions to improve your guild. Finally thanks to all those who 

support the guild on committee or off. 

 Correspondence report delivered by secretary Clare Hadley – much of the correspondence is 

by email from the national association. This is forwarded to members where appropriate and printed 

copies are made available at meetings. There have been several phone calls and emails this year 

regarding equipment. This has sometimes been from families looking for help to rehome elderly 

relative’s equipment, but also weavers and spinners looking for or selling on wheels and looms. 

Once again information is passed out by email, website or meeting notices. 

 Financial report delivered by treasurer Gil Huntley – our financial position has improved 

from last year and is now fully documented. See appendix 1 

Questions on financial report: 

Pamela Fletcher – What is the reserve account for? Gil replied that the original purpose of the 

reserve account had been to earn interest on a portion of the guild’s funds that was not required for 

routine expenditure. As interest rates are currently low, this is not so relevant at the moment. It was 

asked if the money could be spent and the committee made it clear they were open to suggestions. 

Margaret Eaglestone asked for clarification of the funding of the Norah Whittaker prize. Originally 

the prize money came from interest on the original sum invested. However, when the money had to 

be reinvested, low interest rates meant the prize could not be funded that way. The bulk of the 

money was reinvested, but some was kept in the guild account to fund prizes over the coming years. 



 Library report delivered by Carol Lewis – Carol has 7 boxes of books in total but can only 

bring 3 to each meeting. She is working on a library catalogue that can be published on the website 

so members can order books/DVDs in advance for Carol to bring along to meetings. Not many books 

currently get borrowed, so one suggestion was to buy more DVDs if people find those more useful. 

There are currently some videos that could possibly be copied to DVD, Carol will investigate options. 

Isabel Molland asked if there was a budget allocated to the library. There is no specific budget 

agreed but purchases can be approved by committee as necessary. With the recent interest in the 

new foundation certificate, the library will prove useful and more books DVDs required. 

Committee Elections: 

Gil Huntley was re-elected as Treasurer 

Clare Hadley was re-elected as secretary 

There has been no nomination for the position of Chair so Jocelyn Banks will continue as Acting 

Chair. 

Ros Bates, Raga Brown and Gaye Morton are standing down from committee.  

Tim Parker, Angie Corbet and Mechelle Maidment will remain on the committee. Tim will act a vice 

acting chair to support Jocelyn. 

There were nominations to the committee for Jill Noades (currently co-opted as programme 

secretary), Elaine Avery, Janet House and Isobel Molland. Jill will continue in a co-opted position and 

the remaining nominees were elected to the vacant positions. 

Final committee line-up: 

 Jocelyn Banks – acting chair 

Tim Parker – acting vice chair 

Gil Huntley – Treasurer 

Clare Hadley – secretary 

Tim Parker – acting vice chair and sales 

Jill Noades – Programme secretary 

Angie Corbet – Newsletter editor 

Mechelle Maidment - equipment 

Elaine Avery – Events coordinator 

Janet House 

Isabel Molland 

2018 Programme: 

Still details to be finalised but the programme so far is as follows: 

 Jan 27th – skills day 

 Feb 24th – breed – tbc 



 Mar 24th – the History of Knitting, Joyce Meader 

 Apr 28th – Tania Alcock, workshop and talk 

 May 19th – dyeing – tbc 

Jun 23rd – fleece day 

Jul 28th – spinning – tbc 

Sep 29th – open day 

Oct 27th – weaving – tbc 

Nov 24th - AGM 

 

Any other business: 

 Skills day – Jocelyn asked for more demonstrators for the January meeting. A question was 

raised about the new foundation certificate starting with Pene Blogg. Details are uncertain at the 

moment but information will be passed on to members when available. 

 Equipment – Jocelyn commented that the committee are discussing new terms for rental of 

guild equipment. Members will be given details when they are confirmed. 

 Newsletter – Jocelyn asked for members to consider writing pieces for the newsletter and to 

send contributions to Angie. 

 Journal subs and membership are both due. 

 Association National exhibition – Jocelyn has details about the 2018 exhibition. Members 

will be kept informed of the required timescale. 

 Association AGM – a delegate can get their expenses paid by the guild. We will also 

contribute to the costs of an observer attending. 

 We need a calligrapher to continue the entries in the competition winners book. This 

contains names of winners rather than having them engraved on trophies. Any suggestions to 

Jocelyn please. 

Margaret Eaglestone enquired about the subscription review listed on the agenda – Gil responded 

that there would be no need to raise subscriptions this year. 

Frances Fletcher asked whether we should have a child membership category. We have previously 

allowed children to come to guild meetings free of charge so no membership fee necessary. 

Margaret Powell thanked Jocelyn for her work as acting chair. 

 


